
libraries. online 
             If you have visited the Chinook Regional Library website recently, you will have 
noticed that there is a new button on the page labelled “e-library services”. Clicking on 
this button takes you to a page listing the online services provided by the Chinook Re-
gional Library. There are three principle online library services provided. They are: access 
to online full-text articles; ask a librarian; and online library catalogues. 
Online Articles 
             The libraries subscribe to magazines and journals so you don't have to! In Sas-
katchewan, libraries work together to subscribe to a province-wide selection of more than 
28 databases that contain over 7000 full-text magazines and newspapers, available online. 
Check out the Chinook website for these and other resources to find out more  about 
health, consumer information, children's information, and more. Databases are listed both 
alphabetically and by subject. All are freely available at no charge from the computers in 
the library. For access from your home computer, all you need is a library card to gain 
free access to a world of information. In some cases you may also need a PIN (personal 
identification number) which you can get by a telephone call to your local branch library 
or at the headquarters of Chinook Regional Library. 
Ask a Librarian 
             Do you need help finding information, identifying that book, or getting a quick 
fact? Saskatchewan libraries offer an online question and answer service. Chinook Re-
gional Library has its own, but there is also a province-wide network of library profes-
sionals that will answer your questions through the Ask Us! Service. You can ask your 
question, day or night, right here, right now. 
Online Library Catalogues 
             The library catalogue is a search tool for finding books, videos, dvds, and maga-
zines available through the library. The catalogue of Chinook Regional Library is avail-
able online through e-library services and you can find books and other materials at any 
of its 35 branches. In addition, the Gateway provides access to all public library cata-
logues in Saskatchewan with a single search. If you don't find what you want at your local 
branch library, ask your local branch librarian about borrowing materials from other li-
braries. 
             Similar services are being made available by most of the libraries in Saskatche-
wan: public libraries, school libraries; post-secondary libraries; and special libraries. Ac-
tual content may, however, vary between the different libraries. The portal at www.
mylibrary.sk.ca will re-direct you to the individual library websites in the province 
where the unique online library services of each library are displayed. 
             Libraries in Saskatchewan have a long history of working together to realise 
shared goals. The uniform provision of e-library services through "libraries. online" has 
been coordinated by the Multitype Library Board. It is intended to promote an image of 
libraries that illustrates their changing and central role in access to information. It will 
ensure that Saskatchewan people are aware of the information services available through 
libraries. It also updates the image of libraries as being more than books and reinforcing 
free access to information as a democratic right for citizens in Saskatchewan. 
             As an outcome, Chinook Regional Library and the Multitype Board hopes that 
libraries will be used and valued by people in Saskatchewan and that libraries, whether 
public, educational, or special, will be seen as the first stop to accessible, quality informa-
tion.  
             Online library services ensures that everyone can get reliable information quickly 
and easily at their library. Whether you are online or at your local branch, our staff me m-
bers are information professionals who can help you find the information you need.. 
Online library services are available on any computer. All you need is a library card! 
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Profile 
Manisha Khetarpal,  

Swift Current Branch Librarian 

"For The Kids" 

             "The Public Library is really the 
heart of a community" says Manisha 
Khetarpal, the new City Librarian at the 
Swift Current Branch. "It provides one-
stop shopping for information and 
builds the intellectual capacity of the 
community."  
             Manisha's passion for libraries is 
equalled by her passion for working 
and helping people. "I really like to 
help people find the information they 
are looking for and the library is the 
place for information." 
             Manisha was born and brought 
up in a small village near Delhi, India. 
After completing her BSc in Microbiol-
ogy followed by a B.Lib.Sci. at the 
University of Bombay, she worked in a 
business information centre in Bombay 
until she married. 
             Following her marriage she 
moved with her husband to Dubai 
where she worked as a Trade Analyst 
for the Italian Trade Commission, in-
cluding a stint in Modena, Italy. 
             When her husband, Neeraj, who 
worked in the oil business, was trans-
ferred to Canada in 1999, Manisha ac-
companied him to Halifax, Nova Scotia 
where she combined studying for a 
Masters in Library Information Studies 
with working at the Halifax Public Li-
brary. 
             After graduation in 2003, Mani-
sha took the position of Chief Librarian 
in Slave Lake, Alberta. In  
2005, after deciding Swift Current was 

Manisha Khetarpal  

a better place to raise her two children, 
Manisha accepted the position of City 
Librarian at the Swift Current Branch 
of Chinook Regional Library.  
             Her husband is employed lo-
cally as a computer technician. 
             Believing strongly that a library 
is more than books, Manisha places 
great emphasis on community involve-
ment in the library. Building on the 
existing programs at the Branch, such 
as Story Time for children, Manisha is 
reaching out to all segments of the 
community with new programs includ-
ing outside speakers, a bimonthly Sen-
iors' hour, a Book Club, readings by 
poets and writers, weekly Tai Chi ses-
sions, and workshops for the business 
and professional communities. 
             "In addition to our programs 
and our printed books collection, the 
library provides many services to the 
community," she says. "Books on 
tape, videos, computers for internet 
access, computer training, interlibrary 
loans, etc. We also have a photocopier 
and a fax service for our patrons."  
             Since arriving in Swift Current, 
Manisha has become increasingly im-
pressed by the library and the City. 
"Swift Current has a very good library 
providing excellent service by a supe-
rior staff, " she says, "and the people 
of Swift Current are involved, literate, 
and well educated. My aim is to main-
tain service and expand our presence 
in the community."  
             Manisha has adopted, for the 
library, the slogan "Power of knowl-
edge for everyone ...... Any time, Any 
where, Any thing" because she be-
lieves investment in the library is not a 
cost. The revenue is in the intellectual 
capital built by the library. 
 
  
 

             A special 'Thank You' goes to 
the following individuals and groups 
for their generous donations over the 
past two years of $100.00 or more in 
support of Chinook Regional Library's 
"For The Kids" Program 
 

*Dorlas Bratvold 
Stewart Valley Branch Library 

*Melhoff Electric (77) Ltd 
*Central Butte & District Donor's 

Choice 
 * contributed in both years 

 
             The "For The Kids" campaign 
is an initiative of the Chinook Re-
gional Library to expand the busiest 
part of the library, the Children's Book 
Section, by placing the best Canadian 
Children's Books into its Branch Li-
braries. All donations are gratefully 
received.  
             Chinook Regional Library is a 
recognized charitable organization and 
income tax deductible receipts are is-
sued 

Library Book Rate 
             The Department of Canadian 
Heritage announced in April, 2005, that 
an agreement was reached with Canada 
Post Corporation to continue the Li-
brary Book Rate. There will be no rate 
increases for one year. 
             Since 1939, Canada Post Corpo-
ration provided discounted postal rates 
for the mailing of books between li-
braries and from libraries to their users. 
These significantly reduced rates allow 
Canadians in all communities to have 
access to current reading materials. 
             Earlier this year, Canada Post 
Corporation proposed the abolition of 
the library book rate. This would have 
made mailing books prohibitively ex-
pensive. It would have severely af-
fected the operation of the Regional 
Library system and made interlibrary 
loans unsustainable for the general 
public. 
             The immediate groundswell of 
protest from librarians and library pa-
trons alike towards this proposal 
caused a rethink by the Corporation 
and resulted in the retention of the Li-
brary Book Rate. 



Calendar of Coming Events 
   
  October 2005                     Library Appreciation Month 
 
  October 17-23, 2005          Saskatchewan Library Week 
                                             Theme: Rediscover Saskatchewan @ Your Library 
 
  October 17-24, 2005          Canadian Library Week 
                                             Theme: Lifelong libraries: discover us! 
 
  October 18-22, 2005          Literary Carnival @ the Library 
                                             Swift Current Branch Library 
 
  October 24, 2005               International School Library Day 
                                             Theme: Discover the Adventure 
 
  Oct. 29 - Nov. 5, 2005       Canadian Children's Book Week 
                                             Theme: Read Canada's Best 
      
  November 19, 2005           Chinook Regional Library Fall Board Meeting 
 
  November 25, 2005           13th Annual Saskatchewan Book Awards Gala, Regina.  
                                             Speaker: Lorna Crozier 
 
  February 2006                    Library Lovers Month 
 
  May 5-7, 2006                   2005 Saskatchewan Libraries Conference, Regina 
                                             Theme: Libraries: Value Beyond Words 

Service Awards 
Service Awards that will be presented on behalf of the 
Chinook Regional Library at its Fall Board Meeting 

 
10 Year Certificates 

 
           Board Members: 
           Etienne Binette         Ponteix Library Board; Town of Ponteix 
           Kathy McAlister       Tompkins Library Board 
            
           Staff Member: 
           Jacqueline Clifton     Swift Current Branch Library 
 
 

20 Year Awards 
 
           Board Members: 
           Dorlas Bratvold        Vanguard Library Board 
           Myra Sutter               Shaunavon Library Board; Town of Shaunavon; R.M. 
                                             of Grassy Creek #78 
 
           Staff Member: 
           Joy Handwork           Cabri Branch Library 
           Susan Weins             Bracken Corner Library 

Saskatchewan  
Library Week 

October 17th to 23rd, 2005 
             Saskatchewan Library Week is a 
province-wide, annual event, which pro-
motes the wonderful resources and ser-
vices that libraries have to offer. 
             Saskatchewan Library Week is 
celebrated throughout Saskatchewan in all 
types of libraries, in both urban and rural 
communities and by all age groups. The 
Saskatchewan Library Association (SLA) 
has proudly presented this week long 
celebration for the past 28 years.  
             This Centennial year, SLA has 
partnered their Saskatchewan Library 
Week "My Favourite Book Contest" with 
a variety of Saskatchewan-based literary 
groups including the Saskatchewan Pub-
lishers Group and the Saskatchewan 
Book Awards.  
             SLA is promoting the reading of 
Saskatchewan authored books for their 
regular contest, although they will accept 
books written by any writer. The contest 
also will allow book lovers across the 
province to help celebrate the Centennial 
by voting for their favourite Saskatche-
wan book of all-time  The ballot is being 
distributed to bookstores, librarians, 
schools and weekly newspapers and it is 
available on the Internet at: www.
skbooks.com  
             Voting closes on October 31 and 
the winning book will be announced at 
the Saskatchewan Book Awards Gala on 
Friday November 25 in Regina.  
              Saskatchewan Library Week 
emphasizes to the general public that li-
braries are: 
     - Dynamic, community centres for 
learning, information and entertainment.  
     - More than just printed materials but 
provide access to computers, the Internet 
and programs.  
     - Rare institutions that are within eve-
ryone's reach, regardless of age, education 
or income level.  
      - The ultimate equal opportunity re-
source .     
     AND that librarians are: 
     - Well-trained, friendly, information 
experts who help people find whatever it 
is they are looking for. 
     - Information smart in an information 
rich world. 



NOTICE 
Fall Board Meeting 
Saturday, November 19th, 2005 

 
          Place:                  Chinook Regional Library Headquarters 
                                       1240 Chaplin St. West, Swift Current 
 
          Time:                   12:30 pm - Registration & Coffee 
                                       1:00 pm - Meeting 
 
          Topics:                 Appointment of SLTA representative 2006 
                                       Proposed budget for 2006 
                                       Branch and Corner Library Awards 
 

Please bring your copy of the minutes of the Annual 
Meeting - April 16th, 2005 

 
·  SPECIAL DOOR PRIZE: Computer & Monitor ·  

New Quarters 

At Gull Lake branch, Brenlyn Butts [left] and Emily Downey made binoculars to 
look at space things on the last day of the Summer Reading Program. This was fol-
lowed by cookies and juice. During the summer they sang songs, played games, and 
read lots of stories.  
Hazlet branch ended their Summer Reading Program  with making star cookies and 
Martian juice. 
During the Summer Reading Program at Cabri, a local person, Pat Martin, put on a 
four day program. It included making a travel brochure for an imaginary planet; 
packing a suitcase for the trip to the planet; baking “alien” cookies and making 
“alien” juice; and inviting residents of the imaginary planet to visit Cabri to see what 
Cabri had to offer. 

Summer Reading Program 

Prairie Dog Doug entertains a young 
library patron at Maple Creek 

             Prairie Dog Doug, otherwise 
known as Doug Campbell, was the 
Summer reading Program performer 
for the region. During August 9-11 he 
entertained at Leader, Maple Creek, 
Shaunavon, Swift Current, Ponteix, 
and Lafleche.  
             Doug’s theme was “Grain Ele-
vator Rockets and Gophers on the 
Moon “ and at every stop his high en-
ergy program wowed the kids and  got 
them involved either with actions, 
singing, or actually dressing up and 
using props. 
             The librarian at Leader com-
mented, “He used things the kids 
could relate to like mosquitos , grass-
hoppers, gophers, etc. His program 
was perfect for our Reading Program 
theme! The hour seemed to fly by and 
we had cookies and juice when it was 
done. It was a good time.” 

In May the library branch at Pennant 
moved into new quarters in the back 
room of the United Church. 
A special dedication service was held 
on May 28th to mark the move 


