Chinook Regional Library

anavenveof inormation
between the Chinook Regional
Library and the general public.

Contributions are encouraged
from Trustees, library workers
and all persoms interested in
continuing standards of library
senvice.
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A NEWSLETTER FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES

HIP And Horizon

Library patrons will see anew way of searching the Chinook Regional Li-
brary catalogue at their branch thisyear. Instead of using the terminal program Net-
term, or the slower Java-driven catalogue search on the website, they will be using
the faster, cleaner Horizon Internet Portal or HIP.

HIPispart of anew library software package from Dynix licensed by the
Chinook Regional Library and Provincial Library. It is designed to provide a more
user friendly and faster interface to the catal ogue than previous software. With un-
cluttered displays and a refreshing new look and feel, HIP is easy and intuitive to
use. Patrons can search for abook in Chinook’s collection. The patron can also cre-
ate abooklist from a sequence of searchesto print out at the end of the session, or, if
they have abar-coded library card, savethelist in their account.

With abar-coded library card, the patron has accessto their library account
which they can use to put holds on books they find in the catal ogue, specifying
which branch they want to pick them up from. They can also check which books
they have out already and their return date, and whether their name, address etc are
correct.

At the moment, due to a security issue, HIP access to the catalogue is only
being provided at the branch level. However, in the near future, this improved facil-
ity for searching the Chinook catalogue will be available through the Chinook web-
site, enabling patrons with internet accessto sit at home, search the catalogue, and
order booksthey are interested in.

HIP is part of the Horizon software package. The Horizon client software has
been installed on the librarian’s computers at the 10 automated librariesin the Chi-
nook Region.

The Horizon client provides the librarian with afaster, cleaner, and intuitive
interface for circulation control aswell as catalogue search facilities similar to but
more extensive than HIP. Librarians can now more easily check in and check out
books, put holds on books for patrons, and produce circulation reports than with pre-
vious software. At headquarters, Horizon covers even more services, including cata-
loguing, book ordering, and patron record control.

With HIP for the patron and Horizon for the librarian, Chinook Regional Li-
brary is marching into the new century, better poised to provide 21st century library
service.

Summer Reading Program 2004

This summer, children were encouraged to
“Race to Adventure @your library”

The winners of the Chinook Regional Library Reading Log Draw were
Jordan Voll, aged 6 years, of Shaunavon
Morgan Peters, aged 7 of Swift Current
Alysha McKinnon, aged 11 years, of Leader
To enter the draw, each child had to read at least 10 books

Statistics
Number of Participating Branch Libraries .. 18  Performing Tour Attendance ....... 291

Number of Children Registered Number of BooksRead ........... 9450
intheProgram........................ 477 ActivitiesAttendance .............. 1377




PROFILE—New Staff at Headquarters

Michael Johnson

Michael “Mike” Johnson joined the
Chinook Regional Library this sum-
mer as aclerk/driver to replace John
Carlson who has retired.

Mike will be responsible for
delivering block exchanges and sup-
plies to branches and corner libraries
aswell as his duties at headquarters.
In addition, because of his computer
background, Mike will assist in main-
taining and repairing the branch com-
puters.

Mike was born and brought up
in Swift Current, graduating from the
Comprehensive High Schooal in the
mid 1990s. After waking for
Schwan’s Canadafor 6 years, Mike
took computer training and worked
for Legacy Computers in Shaunavon
for nearly 2 years as a certified com-
puter service technician.

Wanting to return to Swift Cur-
rent, Mike joined the Regional Li-
brary because he “likes being close to
books’. He aso likes the people cot
tact both in Swift Current and around
the region that his duties involve.

Mike is married to Melanie and
has three children: Hali, Nelson, and
Hunter, and in his spare time he oper-
ates a computer repair and installation
business .

Mike's reading ranges from
science fiction and fantasy novels to
technical books, especially those con-
cerned with computers.

Nora Honsey

Nora Honsey transferred to Chinook
Regional Library Headquarters this
summer after 13 years at the Swift
Current Branch Library. Shefills the
position of Block Exchange Coordi-
nator vacated by the retirement of
Donna Kehler.

Born and raised in Swift Cur-
rent, Nora has worked for the library
system since graduating from the
Comprehensive High Schoal, only
taking time out to receive aB.A. from
the University of Saskatchewan.

Nora loves books and has a
wide range of interests. She says that
she will read anything. “I’ll read the
back of cereal boxes,” she says,
“anything from the latest best-seller
by Nora Roberts to science fiction and
fantasy novels.”

Nora transferred to headquar-
ters because she was keen to see an-
other aspect of library work, to see
more of the behind-the-sceneswork
not seen at the branch level, and for
the change of pace

Norais married to Richard
who works at the Pioneer Coop. She
says their family consists of alarge
dog, “Lucky” who demands lots of
time being taken for walks.

In her spare time (the little that
she has after looking after Lucky)
Nora spends reading and working in
her garden where she grows vegeta
bles and fruit.

Launch
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Author Judith Silverthorne (second
from right) officialy launched her new
book “Dinosaur Breakout” (published
by Coteau Books) on May 12th, 2004
at a ceremony at the Swift Current
Branch of Chinook Regional Library.

Autographed free copies of this
children’s book were won by Cory
Loner (left) and Emily Hammer
(second from left) in adraw held at the
event.

Susan McLaughlin (right) Swift
Current Library Board Chairperson,
introduced Ms. Silverthorne who read
extracts from “ Dinosaur Breakout”, an
exciting sequel to her earlier novel
“Dinosaur Hideout”.

In the new book, aimed at teens
and young adults, Daniel Brigham
travelsback millions of yearsto the
time of the dinosaurs, a terrifying jour-
ney from which he may never return.

Author Judith Silverthorne has
worked as editor, curator, and televi-
sion documentary producer. Sheis
currently Executive Director for the
Saskatchewan Library Association and
lives in Redinawith her teenage son

Don’t Lose Y our

Library Card!

A family in New Zealand received
a$NZ435 bill for overdue books.
The 10 year-old son logt his library
card which was used to borrow 30
books that were never returned.




Retirements

Neil Beaubier (left), an Investment Advisor at RBC Dominion Securities in Swift

Current presented a 32000 cheque to the Chinook Regional Library in June 2004.
John Carlson Library Director Michael Keaschuk (right) accepted the donation on behalf of the

John Carlson retired from the Chinook Region. The funds will be used to enhance display units for paperbacks at various

Regional Library on June 30, 2004 after Chinook Regional Library locations.

more than 32 years with the Library. John . n -
; ‘i A Real Million-dollar Pie

joined the Library as a clerk/driver in
March 1972. In his early days he was the

relief Bookmobile driver, visiting small A former librarian created a pie com- syrup sweetened entry takes 15 minutes
communities across the Region; but he bining oats and walnuts with chocolate to prepare and is ready in about one and
will be best remembered as the ever chips and crumbled canola bars to win a half hours. “It’s basically what a pe-
cheerful Block Exchange driver, carting $1 million US in this year’s Pillsbury can pie would taste like,” she said.
boxes of books into and out of branches Bake-off. She said her prize money would
and corner libraries several times per year. Suzanne Conrad, 35, said it took go into a college fund for her three-

a week to perfect her Oats ‘n Honey year-old son and one-year-old daughter

Granola Pie. and pay off loans for her Master’s de-

Conrad’s brown sugar and corn gree in library science.

Donna Kehler

Donna Kehler retired from the Chinook
Regional Library on June 30, 2004 af-
ter over 27 years with Library. Donna
joined the Library on December 1st,
1972 as the Acquisitions Clerk. In 1993
she changed positions and became the
Block Exchange Coordinator. Her posi-
tive attitude helped smooth the frustra-
tions of lost or misplaced block books




SUMMER READING PROGRAM

Morgan Peters, aged 7 years
Oneof thewinnersof the
Chinook Regional Library

Reading Log Draw

Lost & Found

How many of us have looked at
alost item and not seen it? In Califor-
nia, San Diego Public Library staff had
afrantic two-hour search for one of
their latest, and smallest additions- a
32-page book no bigger than the head
of amatch, created by German typogra-
pher Josua Reichert in 1938.

The July 1 San Diego Union-
Tribune reported that the book was
eventually located, right where it
should have been.

It seems that the magnifying
glass used to view the vintage volume
had been bumped out of alignment.

Read Off Your Fines

The Columbus (Ohio) Metro-
politan Library (CML) wants to make
sure that fines don’t keep children from
reading.

Last summer, CML’s main li-
brary and twenty branches allowed
young customersto “read off” fines.
For every fifteen minutes of reading
with a staff member or volunteer, a
child can eliminate $2 in fines.

The program originated in a
branch located in alow-income
neighbourhood. The program proved
so successful that the entire system s
now offering it.

The library blocks a card when
fines exceed $5.

Kevin McKenzie, the Summer Reading Program performer, acting out a story at
Gull Lake. Kevin, who makes his home in Regina, calls himself a freelance worker
but says that storytelling has become afull-time job for him. During his tour of the
Chinook Region he visited 10 communities: Gull Lake, Swift Current, Shaunavon,
Maple Creek, Va Marie, Ponteix, Leader, Frontier, Eastend, and Vanguard. At
every location he left both children and parentsin stitches with stories such asthe
traditional Chinese folk tale explaining why arooster says ‘ cock-a-doodle-do’ and
the story about the greedy fat cat who swallowed everything. Audience participation
was encouraged with children telling their own jokes and stories and both children
and parents using finger play and acting out to illustrate the stories. Kevin says he
first learned about story telling while he worked as a pre-school teacher in Vancou-
ver

NOTICE
Fall Board Meeting

Saturday, November 20th, 2004

Place: Chinook Regional Library Headquarters

1240 Chaplin St. West, Swift Current
Time: 12:30 pm - Registration & Coffee
1:00 pm - Meeting
Topics: Appointment of SLTA representative 2005
Proposed budget for 2005
Branch Annual Report
Branch and Corner Library Awards

Please bring your copy of the minutes of the Annual Meeting
April 3rd, 2004

- SPECIAL DOOR PRIZE: Computer & Monitor -



